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ceedings were made public. Why, then, should there be so much secrecy
about Asiatic affairs? If the interviewers sought it, does it mean that
they are afraid of broad daylight being shed upon their doings and their
statements; and if Sir Arthur courted privacy, we respectfully ask what
was the motive? Was it that he anticipated the wildest statements from
Mr. Loveday and was anxious to hide his shame? British Indians court
fullest publicity as to whatever may have to be said against them or for
them. They have nothing to fear, exaggerating nothing and minimising
nothing, and having absolute justice on their side. Let us, therefore, hope
that there may yet be an opportunity given to British Indians in the Trans-
vaal of, at any rate, examining statements made by the interviewers to
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor behind their backs.
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35. INDIANS IN KRUGERSDORP

The Town Council of Krugersdorp has received the doctor's report
after the meeting about Indians was held there.1 The doctor says that
the houses of Indians are found to be mostly unclean; that they spit all
around; that their lavatories are very dirty and water collects on the floor
and never dries; and that they sit and sleep on the counters, etc. We
know that much of this is untrue, and it is now up to the Indians in Krugers-
dorp to obtain another report to counter all this. Nevertheless, we will
have to assent to these accusations to some extent. Nobody can deny
that we spit any and everywhere and allow the lavatories to remain dirty.
Our people are generally disinclined to cleaning lavatories themselves.
We feel it necessary to overcome this. It is an established fact that many
diseases spread through lavatories. It is very easy to keep them clean.
One should spread dry dust or ashes into the bucket every time after use,
wash the wooden planks with a disinfectant liquid and wipe them clean.
If done regularly, this does not take much time, and the cause for this
antipathy disappears.

The matter of spitting also needs to be thought about. Everything
considered, it is very necessary to cultivate the habit of spitting into a
handkerchief or a spittoon, instead of all over the house or shop.

[From Gujarati]
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l On June 23, 1905